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A Personal  Creed  As  To  The  Use  of  Poison  Against 
Vertebrate  Animal  Life 

After  some  years  of  watching  the  course  of  events  having  to  do  with  the 
fortunes  of  our  native  wild  animal  life,  of  observing  human  behavior  in  connec- 
tion therewith,  and  of  reflecting  upon  the  meaning  of  the  facts  thus  gathered 
and  especially  what  they  would  seem  to  indicate  for  the  future,  I have  come  to 
the  following  conclusions  concerning  man’s  treatment  of  such  animal  life: 

I believe  it  is  wrong,  economically,  scientifically,  esthetically  and  on  humani- 
tarian grounds,  to  use  poison  of  any  kind,  against  birds  of  any  species  whatso- 
ever, anywhere.  This  conviction  is  held  in  the  belief  that  it  is  the  only  one  con- 
sistent with  the  greatest  long-time  good  to  the  greatest  number  of  our  citizens. 

I believe  that  the  use  of  poison  (other  than  thallium  or  similarly  dangerous 
ones)  against  rodents  needs  to  be,  and  should  be,  carried  on  effectively  within 
thickly  settled  territory  and  on  cultivated  lands  as  required  in  the  interests  of 
agriculture;  but 

I believe  it  is  wrong,  in  the  widest  economic  interests,  to  poison  burrowing 
rodents  or  any  other  wild  animal  life  on  uncultivated,  that  is,  unfarmed  lands, 
exclusive  perhaps  of  a “buffer  strip”  of  limited  width  around  cultivated  tracts. 

Finally,  I believe  it  is  economically  wrong  to  use  poison  against  any  so-called 
predatory  animals  anywhere.  The  occasional  “killers”  among  these  animals  can 
be  done  away  with  effectively  and  with  more  safety  to  other,  valuable  wild  life,  by 
employing  other  well-known  means. 

I make  one  exception — of  the  rare  times  and  places  when  contagious  disease 
is  an  actual  and  immediate  menace  to  human  life,  on  exactly  the  same  principle 
that  the  forester  practices  back-firing  to  save  his  forests  from  the  farther  sweep 
of  devastating  conflagration. 

Joseph  Grinnell,  Berkeley,  California.  November  24,  1931. 


Homing  House  Finches 


Mr.  J.  A.  Brock  is  a well-known  aviculturist  living  near  Mills  College  in  East 
Oakland.  While  visiting  his  aviary  on  December  20th,  I learned  that  he  was 
intending  to  liberate  five  male  House  Finches  which  he  had  caged  for  a few  days. 
I was  permitted  to  band  them  and  set  them  free. 

In  the  evening  dusk  thev  were  taken  to  my  home  in  a cloth-covered  cage  in 
the  back  of  a closed  car  and  thence  to  the  Oakland  Scout  Camp  next  morning. 
Here  they  were  banded  C41761.  2,  3,  4 and  5 and  liberated  at  11  a.  m„  on  Decem- 
ber 21st  They  remained  at  the  camp  bird  sanctuary  for  nearly  thirty  minutes 
and  yet  were  observed  at  Mr.  Brock's  feeding  shelves  between  noon  and  12:30 
p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 

The  birds  could  not  be  retaken  at  once,  but  three  were  captured  on  Decem- 
ber 23rd  and  another  on  the  24tli.  The  band  numbers  proved  these  to  be  four 
of  the  original  birds.  Since  that  time  the  five  birds  have  been  seen  daily  till  the 
time  of  this  report,  January  17th.  How  were  these  birds  able  to  guide  their 
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return  so  promptly  and  unerringly  over  the  approximately  seven-mile  route  ? 
Brighton  C.  Cain,  Oakland,  California. 


Some  Actions  of  the  Wilson  Snipe 

Wilson  Snipe  or  Jack  Snipe,  as  they  are  known  to  the  majority  of  people,  I 
have  known  since  boyhood  and  fully  believed  that  I was  well  acquainted  with 
most  of  their  habits,  but  I have  more  to  learn.  Referring  to  Coue’s  “Birds  of  the 
Northwest,”  edition  of  1874,  we  find  them  called  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Grass  Snipe, 
Jack  Snipe  and  in  the  text  Meadow-snipe.  It  says  that  the  Pectoral  Sandpiper  is 
well  known  to  sportsmen  and  unlike  most  sandpipers  it  does  not  flock,  being 
generally  found  single  or  in  pairs.  He  also  states  that  it  is  a very  abundant  bird 
in  summer  in  Labrador. 

“Game  Birds  of  California”  gives  a detailed  description  of  its  distribution 
and  habits  and  I wish  to  add  a few  of  my  own  observations.  In  Nevada,  April  13, 
1920,  I had  completed  my  business  and  had  twenty-three  hours  to  wait  for  the 
train.  I spent  the  daylight  hours  watching  the  courtship  antics  of  about  sixteen 
pairs  of  Wilson  Snipe  in  a piece  of  marshy  ground  covering  approximately  five 
acres.  It  was,  probably,  the  male,  which  rose  to  a height  where  one  could  only 
see  it  as  it  passed  the  sun  in  circular  flight  and  seemed  silent  until  it  pitched 
toward  the  earth  in  a jerky  motion.  A song  seemed  to  reach  the  ear,  but  to 
close  observation  during  this  downward  flight  and  when  the  tail  was  spread,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  there  was  no  song,  but  that  the  song  or  noise  wras  produced 
by  either  tail  or  wings  or  both.  Toward  dusk  there  were  low  call  notes,  but  the 
song  of  the  nuptial  flight  did  not  seem  to  be  vocal. 

It  is  commonly  conceded  that  the  sex  cannot  be  told  apart  in  the  field,  but 
on  October  11th  of  this  year  I believe  I positively  made  this  identification.  I 
was  lying  on  the  bank  of  Lake  Merced,  tule  bordered  at  the  water’s  edge  with 
the  exception  of  a clear  space  of  about  thirty  feet.  Two  Wilson  Snipes  appeared 
in  the  open  space  industriously  probing  along  the  water’s  edge  and  on  reaching 
the  tules  decided  to  take  a nap,  each  drawing  up  carefully  a leg  and  laying  its 
long  bill  on  its  back.  This  nap  lasted  seventeen  minutes  and  both  birds  awoke 
at  approximately  the  same  time.  One  shook  itself,  stretched  one  wing  and  went 
to  feeding;  the  other  stretched  one  wing,  then  the  other  and  carefully  combed 
out  each  feather.  The  tail  feathers  were  treated  likewise,  then  the  feathers  of 
the  under  parts,  gradually  up  to  the  breast,  when  a real  struggle  began,  for  the 
two  and  a half  inch  bill  so  handy  for  probing  was  a decided  handicap  for  preen- 
ing feathers  of  the  throat  and  hind  neck,  but  it  was  amazing  what  perseverance 
accomplished.  Time  consumed  by  the  second  bird  preening  twenty-two  minutes. 
I feel  fully  convinced  that  the  second  bird  was  a female.  Carl  R.  Smith,  San 
Francisco,  California. 


White  Pelicans:  On  Tuesday,  February  9,  1932,  my  brother  joined  a group 
of  people  at  Montgomery  and  California  Streets,  in  San  Francisco,  who  were 
watching  thirty  White  Pelicans  circling  over  the  high  buildings.  The  birds  were 
traveling  eastward,  advancing  with  each  circle.  Miss  Cornelia  C.  Pringle,  San 
Francisco,  California.  February  29,  1932. 


Saturday  Study  Trip  was  taken  on  February  19th,  to  Lake  Merritt,  Oakland, 
to  study  the  water-fowl.  The  day  was  bright  and  clear.  A group  of  five  members 
and  five  guests  attended,  observing  twenty-eight  species  as  follows:  Eared  and 
Pied-billed  Grebes;  Lesser  Snow,  Ross,  White-fronted,  Canada,  Hutchins  and 
Cackling  Geese;  Mallard,  European  Widgeon,  Baldpate,  Green-winged  Teal,  Pin- 
tail, Canvas-back,  Lesser  Scaup,  American  Golden-eve  immature,  Bufflehead  and 
Ruddy  Ducks;  Coot,  Glaucous-winged,  Western,  Herring,  California  and  Ring- 
billed Gulls;  Red-shafted  Flicker;  Western  Robin;  Brewer’s  Blackbird;  Nuttall 
and  Song  Spai  t ows.  Frances  D.  Payne,  leader. 
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eiKlUMmembp!^nT,riP  ^ taken  011  Sunday-  tlle  1:!,h'  <°  Bonita  with  twenty- 
S n and  seventeen  guests.  A cool,  dark  morning,  followed  by  a sprinkle 
oi  lam  at  noon,  finally  gave  way  to  a warm,  sunny  afternoon. 

to  Saiisiulto  on°t‘oot.  "SUal  C“Sl0m'  the  Party  ‘'0'le  tG  llKhtllora«  “»<■  "turned 

rn„v1n1!e  Ilresence  of  Farallon,  Brandt  and  Baird  Cormorants  at  the  lighthouse 
l oons  rayrS  be  exPf ctecl-  0ui’  visit  this  year  was  no  exception.  Three  Pacific 
011  t le,water  ‘Erectly  below  the  lighthouse,  afforded  an  excellent 
‘ y.  °ra  stlJ(ly  of  lhe  species.  Evidence  that  the  changing  from  winter 
lo  mat  ol  breeding  plumage  was  in  progress  was  noted. 

A large  ratt  of  Western  Grebes  and  Surf  Scoters  were  sleeping  on  the  water 
near  the  beach  at  the  end  of  Rodeo  Lagoon. 

In  “Birds  of  the  Pacific  States,”  Hoffmann  says,  ‘‘If  a student  should  surprise 

a Saw-whet  Owl  in  the  daytime ” But,  suppose  a Saw-whet  Owl  should  surprise 

a group  of  students  in  the  daytime,  or  any  time.  Search  for  a Long-eared  Owl  in 
the  willows  along  the  stream  had  ended  in  failure,  when  a Saw-whet  Owl  in  a 
most  unexpected  situation,  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Otis  Id.  Smith.  It  was,  indeed, 
a sin  piise  to  find  this  owl  close  to  the  ocean,  alongside  a rifle  range  where  target 
practice  was  actually  in  progress.  A new  record  for  the  Association’s  “Life-list.” 

Our  list  of  species  for  the  day  was  considerably  less  than  last  year,  due 
partly,  perhaps,  to  our  arrival  in  the  outskirts  of  Sausalito  too  late  to  observe  the 
birds  usually  present  there.  A cold  north  wind  came  up  late  in  the  afternoon 
which  tended  to  make  the  birds  seek  cover. 


A total  of  sixty-five  species 


Pacific  Loon 
Red-throated  Loon 
Western  Grebe 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Farallon  Cormorant 
Brandt  Cormorant 
Baird  Cormorant 
Mallard 

Canvas-back  Duck 
Lesser  Scaup  Duck 
White-winged  Scoter 
Surf  Scoter 
Ruddy  Duck 

Red-breasted  Merganser 
Turkey  Vulture 
Cooper  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
California  Quail 
Coot 
Kill  deer 

Spotted  Sandpiper 


was  noted  as  follows: 
Glaucous-winged  Gull 
Western  Gull 
California  Gull 
Bonaparte  Gull 
Saw-whet  Owl 
Anna  Hummingbird 
Rufous  Hummingbird 
Allen  Hummingbird 
Kingfisher 
Red-shafted  Flicker 
Say  Phoebe 
Horned  Lark 
California  Jay 
Raven 
Crow 
Chickadee 
Bush-tit 
Wren-tit 
Bewick  Wren 
Robin 

Hermit  Thrush 
Western  Bluebird 


Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
Pipit 

Lutescent  Warbler 
Audubon  Warbler 
Yellow-throat 
Meadowlark 
Red-winged  Blackbird 
Brewer  Blackbird 
House  Sparrow 
Purple  Finch 
Linnet 

Green-backed  Goldfinch 
Spotted  Towliee 
Brown  Towhee 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Junco 

Golden-crowned  Sparrow 
Nuttall  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


C.  A.  Bryant,  Leader  and  Historian. 


March  Study  Trip  was  taken  Saturday,  the  19th,  to  Manzanita,  walking  in 
the  direction  of  Tennessee  Cove.  A clear,  sunny  day  with  a brisk  west  wind. 
Eleven  members  and  six  guests  observed  thirty-nine  species  of  birds  as  follows: 
Black-crowned  Night  Heron;  Mallard,  Pintail,  Canvas-back  and  Ruddy  Ducks; 
Turkey  Vulture;  Red-tail;  Sparrow  Hawk;  Quail;  California  Clapper  Rail;  Kill- 
deer;  Allen  Hummingbird;  Belted  Kingfisher;  Red-shafted  Flicker;  Say  and 
Black  Phoebes;  Violet-green  Swallow;  Steller  and  California  Jays;  Crow;  Chick- 
adee; Plain  Titmouse;  Bush-tit;  Wren-tit;  Vigors  Wren;  Robin;  Western  Blue- 
bird; Ruby-crowned  Kinglet;  Pipit;  Lutescent  Warbler;  Western  Meadowlark; 
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Brewer  Blackbird;  Linnet;  Brown  Towhee;  Savannah  Sparrow,  Junco,  Golden- 
crowned,  Nuttall  and  Song  Sparrows.  Cornelia  C.  Pringle,  leader. 


Audubon  Notes 


Lectures:  Pour  educational  lectures 
will  be  given  on  the  following  dates  in 
the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company’s 
Auditorium,  245  Market  Street,  San 
Francisco,  at  8 p.  m. 

April  6th,  “California  Water-fowl, 
Past  and  Present,”  by  Mr.  James  Moffit, 
Research  Assistant,  Fish  and  Game 
Commission. 

April  13th,  “Studies  on  the  Territo- 
rial Habits  of  Birds,”  by  Dr.  Alden  H. 
Miller  of  the  Museum  of  Vertebrate 
Zoology.  Berkeley,  California. 

April  27th.  “Shore  Birds,”  by  Mrs. 
G.  Earle  Kelly,  University  of  California, 
Extension  Division. 

May  4th,  “Birds  of  the  Parks  and 
Canyons,”  by  Mrs.  Amelia  S.  Allen  of 
Berkeley,  California. 


April  Field  Trip  will  be  taken  Sun- 
day, the  17th,  to  Lake  Merced.  East 
Bay  members  should  reach  San  Fran- 
cisco about  8:  30  a.  m.  Take  Municipal 
car  marked  K,  transfer  to  M car  at  St. 
Francis  Loop  beyond  Twin  Peaks  Tun- 
nel, get  off  at  Junipero  Serra  Boulevard, 
where  party  will  form  at  9:30.  Bring 
luncheon  and  filled  canteens.  Time 
from  Ferry  to  meeting  place  about 
forty  minutes.  C.  A.  Bryant,  leader. 

•>  ♦>  ❖ 

April  Study  Trip  will  be  taken  on  Sat- 
urday, the  23rd,  to  Claremont  Hotel 
grounds.  San  Francisco  members  take 
the  1 p.  m.  Key  Route  boat  and  train 
and  meet  at  the  driveway  entrance. 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Bracelin,  leader. 


Dues:  Dues  for  1932  are  coming  in 
very  well,  but  there  are  still  a few  mem- 
bers to  hear  from.  If  you  have  not  paid 
yours,  do  it  now  and  save  the  Treasurer 


the  work  of  writing  you.  “The  Gull”  will 
not  be  sent  to  those  whose  dues  are  in 
arrears. 

Birds  of  America:  An  exhibition  of 
prints  from  Audubon’s  “Birds  of  Amer- 
ica” will  be  displayed  at  the  M.  H.  de 
Young  Memorial  Museum  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  from  April  9th  to  May  Sth. 

V V V 

March  Meeting:  The  178th  regular 

meeting  was  held  on  March  10th,  in 
room  19,  Ferry  Building,  with  sixty-four 
members  and  guests  present.  First 
Vice-President  C.  A.  Bryant  presiding. 

Mr.  Elmer  Aldrich  of  Oakland  was 
elected  to  membership. 

Field  observations  were  reported  as 
follows : 

Commander  and  Mrs.  Parmenter: 
Lake  Merced,  March  1st,  Chain  of 
La'ms,  March  7th,  RiLous  Humming-birds. 

Mr.  James  Moffit:  San  Francisco,  De- 
cember 29th,  Townsend  Solitajre,  seen 
again  early  in  February  and  again  on 
March  Sth. 

Robert  Taylor:  Oakland,  February 
12th  and  22nd,  Lincoln  Sparrows;  San 
Pablo  Dam,  February  12th,  Rock  Wren ; 
Oakland,  Townsend  Solitaire;  large 
flocks  of  Red-winged  Blackbirds  in 
Oakland  during  February. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening  was  Dr. 
Gayle  Pickwell  of  the  San  Jose  State 
Teachers’  College.  Dr.  Pickwell  com- 
mented with  keen  interest  upon  the 
observations  reported  and  then  pro- 
ceeded with  the  subject  he  had  chosen : 
“Nest  ProtcOivp  Reactions  o’’  Birds  and 
Self-protective  Reactions  of  Nest  in,rs.” 

His  address  was  illustrated  with  a 
set  of  excellent  slides  and  his  subject- 
matter  and  delivery  held  the  close 
attention  of  an  enthusiastic  audience. 
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